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Transitional 
Bilingual Program
This program model utilizes 
two languages for the purpose 
of instruction. It provides 
continued language and 
literacy development in the 
native language – as well as 
providing English language 
acquisition through academic 
content. This program model 
provides grade-level subject 
matter in English and 
Spanish. The students who 
participate in this program 
are ELL (English Language 
Learners) and Spanish is their 
native language.
Once a student no longer 
qualifies for the ESOL 
program, students are 
transitioned to a mainstream 
classroom with 100% 
instruction in English.
Schools follow the bilingual 
feeder pattern for schools 
that service other schools 
besides their own population.

Two-Way 
Dual Language
The goal of the Two-Way 
Dual Language Program 
is for students to develop 
bilingualism and biliteracy  
in both English and a  
partner language, 
demonstrate high levels 
of academic achievement, 
and cultivate positive cross-
cultural attitudes. 
Balanced numbers of  
native English speakers  
and native speakers of the 
target language are taught 
literacy and academic 
content in both languages  
so that each group serves 
in the role of the language 
model and language learner 
as they acquire knowledge 
in core academic areas. 
Students who enroll in 
the OCPS Two-Way Dual 
Language Program will learn 
to read, write, and speak in 
English and Spanish.



Classroom demographics 
begin with 50% ELLs 
and 50% native English 
speakers in kindergarten/
first grade. If an ELL 
student exits the ESOL 
program, they may 
continue in the Two-Way 
Dual Language Model.

Mainstream/
Inclusion 
(ELA and/or Subject Area 
Courses)
Through this instructional 
model, teachers facilitate 
English language acquisition 
in listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing in a 
setting with other students 
that are native English 
Speakers (non-ELL).
The objectives of this model 
is to ensure academic 
achievement in English, 
promote attainment 
of English Language 
Development standards, and 
promote attainment of grade 
level standards for English 
Language Arts and/or Subject 
Area standards.

Teachers use research-based 
practices for ELLs to ensure 
that the students have the 
opportunity to learn grade 
level curriculum. Cooperative 
learning strategies and 
structured explicit teaching 
of strategies at the 
student’s level of English 
proficiency are critical for 
comprehensible instruction.
The curriculum is equal in 
amount, scope and sequence 
to the curriculum provided 
to non-ELLs. The program 
provides comprehensible 
instruction by teaching 
content in English using 
specialized strategies and 
techniques that promote 
comprehension of concepts.



Sheltered Instruction
(ELA and/or Subject Area 
Courses)
Sheltered instruction is  
a process whereby grade- 
level content area material 
is made comprehensible to 
English Language Learners 
(ELLs). All students in a 
sheltered classroom are  
ELLs and the target 
population are students that 
are considered newcomers 
(first year learning the 
English language). 
The objective of this 
model is to provide for the 
simultaneous development 
of content area skills and 
English language proficiency. 
Students may be scheduled in 
a sheltered English Language 
Arts course and/or sheltered 
subject are course(s).
In a Sheltered Instruction 
classroom, the curriculum 
is the same as the regular 
classroom, but the 
presentation of concepts 
and materials are adjusted 
to accommodate the English 
language learner. Concepts 

and subject matter  
are presented in English 
using adaptations and 
accommodations  
according to the level of 
English proficiency of the 
students. The curriculum is 
rigorous, challenging and 
interactive. It reflects the 
grade level standards.
The prior knowledge  
and cultural background  
of the student are recog - 
nized and incorporated  
into the curriculum.
Please note that not all 
schools offer sheltered 
instruction as an option.

English for Speakers 
of Other Languages
Overview
The ESOL program in Orange 
County Public Schools 
serves students who have 
been identified as English 
Language Learners (ELL). 
The students are enrolled in 
the appropriate grade-level 
courses of Language Arts/
ESOL, Math, Science, & 
Social Studies. ELL students 



are introduced to the  
various cultural aspects  
of American society to  
facilitate their transition 
into the community life  
of their new country.
Identification
Parents complete a Home 
Language Survey (HLS) at 
the time they register their 
children in the district. 
If there is an affirmative 
answer to any of the 
HLS questions, further 
assessment is completed to 
determine eligibility for the 
ESOL program. 
Program Placement
Students who meet eligibility 
criteria as a result of a 
screening process are served 
in the ESOL program. An 
assessment model was 
developed for evaluating and 
placing all potential ELL 
students. The aural/oral test, 
and the reading and writing 
tests used to determine 
eligibility into the program 
are approved by the Florida 
Department of Education.

Entry Criteria
Grades K-2
Students score NES (non-
English speaker) or LES 
(limited English speaker) on 
an aural/oral test.
 Grades 3-12
Students score NES (non-
English speaker) or LES 
(limited English speaker) on 
an aural/oral test.
Or
Students score FES (fluent-
English speaker) on an aural/
oral test and score 32% 
or below on the reading 
and/or writing subparts 
of a standardized norm 
referenced test. 



Exit Criteria
Grades K-2
Students score FES  
(fluent English speaker) on 
an aural/oral test.
Grades 3-12
Students score FES (fluent 
English speaker) on an aural/
oral test and score 33% 
or above on the reading 
and/or writing subtests 
of a standardized norm 
referenced test. 
In addition, report card 
grades and teacher 
recommendations are taken 
into consideration as part of 
the exit procedure through 
an English language learner 
(ELL) committee meeting.

Post Reclassification
The academic progress 
of former ELL students 
shall be monitored for 
two years after exiting 
the ESOL program. The 
student’s performance will 
be reviewed four times 
during the two years to 
ensure parity of instruction. 
Any consistent pattern of 
underperformance on tests 
or failing grades shall result 
in the convening of the  
ELL Committee.



ELL Committee
The ELL Committee is 
school-based and includes 
the ESOL teacher (s), 
administrator or designee, 
guidance counselor, 
and other educators as 
needed. Parents shall be 
invited to attend every 
ELL Committee meeting 
involving their child. 
Multilingual Parent 
Leadership Council
A Multilingual Parent 
Leadership Council (MPLC) 
is established at the district 
level. The representatives 
are identified by each 
school as parents of 
students in the ESOL 
Program. The Multilingual 
Student Education Services 
Department shall facilitate 
and assist the council in 
conducting its meetings 
and training activities. 
Each school holds MPLC 
meetings twice a year. To 
obtain the dates of these 
meetings, please contact 
the ESOL Compliance 
Specialist or ESOL contact 
at your child’s school.
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