Orange County Public Schools
Safety, Security and Environmental Services
The Danger of Snake Bites
Each year, nearly 8,000 people receive poisonous snake bites in the United States. Even a bite from a
so-called "harmless" snake can cause infection or allergic reaction in some people. People who
frequent wilderness areas, camp, hike, picnic, or live in snake-inhabited areas should be aware of the
potential dangers posed by venomous snakes.
Signs and Symptoms of Snake Bites
Depending on the type of snake, the signs and symptoms may include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A pair of puncture marks at the wound
Redness and swelling around the bite
Severe pain at the site of the bite
Nausea and vomiting
Labored breathing (in extreme cases, breathing may stop altogether)
Disturbed vision
Increased salivation and sweating
Numbness or tingling around your face and/or limbs

What to Do if You or Someone Else is Bitten by a Snake
•
•
•
•
•
•

If you or someone you know are bitten, try to see and remember the color and shape of the
snake, which can help with treatment of the snake bite.
Keeping the victim still and calm can slow down the spread of venom if the snake is poisonous.
Seek medical attention as soon as possible.
Dial 911 or call local Emergency Medical Services (EMS).
Notify the Security Control Center at (407) 317-3333.
Apply first aid if you cannot get the person to the hospital right away.
o Lay or sit the person down with the bite below the level of the heart.
o Tell him/her to stay calm and still.
o Cover the bite with a clean, dry dressing.

What NOT to Do if You or Someone Else is Bitten by a Snake
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do not pick up the snake or try to trap it (this may put you or someone else at risk for a bite).
Do not apply a tourniquet.
Do not slash the wound with a knife.
Do not suck out the venom.
Do not apply ice or immerse the wound in water.
Do not drink alcohol as a pain killer.
Do not drink caffeinated beverages.

