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Principal’s Message :
I’d like to take this opportunity to wish all of
our OGA families a joyous and healthy
holiday season and a happy new year!
Please take time to enjoy this special time
with your loved ones and we look forward to
seeing everyone back in January.

Important December Dates:
OGA Spirit Days - 12/2, 12/9, 12/16
College Spirit Days - 12/7, 12/14
Schoolwide Spelling Bee - 12/2
Nutcracker Field Trip - 2nd grade - 12/2
FAST Testing #2 (2nd - 5th grade) - 12/5 & 12/6
NJHS Candy Cane Grams - 12/5 - 12/12
STAR Testing #2 (Algebra & Geometry) - 12/7
No Early Release Wednesday - 12/7
Secondary Science PMA #2 - 12/8
SSYRA Author Visit (3rd - 5th) - 12/8
SAC Meeting - 12/8
Winter Performance - 12/8 (5pm Auditorium)
Secondary Civics PMA #2 - 12/9
CFE’s Semester 1 PE - 12/12
CFE’s Semester 1 Service Learning - 12/12
Winter Celebration Begins - 12/12 - 12/16
Chillin’ with my Gnomies Middle School Dance - 12/15

Ms. Cortes and Ms. Gutierrez
This month, second grade has the amazing opportunity of attending The Orlando Ballet to see The
Nutcracker. In ELA, students will identify diﬀerent characters’ perspectives in a literary text. They
will also explore ﬁgurative language with a focus on alliteration, similes, and idioms. In Math we will
be concluding our unit on money. Our students should be able to do things such as identifying
coins, answer word problems involving both adding and subtracting, and knowing which coins can
be combined to make diﬀerent amounts. We will then be moving into our measurement unit. Here
we will cover estimating and measuring lengths to the nearest foot, inch, yard, centimeter, and/or
meter. We will also be measuring two items using the same units and comparing the lengths. The
ﬁnal piece will be using these skills to solve addition and subtraction word problems of lengths given
in the same units. In Science, we are working on types of energy such as light, heat, sound, and
electricity. We are also learning about how energy in moving air and water, along with light energy
from the Sun, can be changed into electricity to use to power things.

Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Fosky, & Ms. Sunderman
In Math, 3rd-grade students will be exploring the connection between multiplication and division. They will:
•
Restate division expressions as missing factor problems
•
Determine whether multiplication and division equations are true or false
•
Determine the unknown in multiplication and division equations
•
Make connections between multiplication and division facts
In Science, students will investigate animals and classify them into major groups (vertebrates, invertebrates,
mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, ﬁsh, arthropods, etc.) according to their characteristics.
3rd grade ELA students are just about done with their ﬁrst exposure to the ELA BEST benchmarks! We are diving
into comparing and contrasting both ﬁction and non ﬁction texts and will be working on our PBL involving bullying!
“Tuesdays at the Castle” is already a favorite book club book and the students are super engaged in this novel! Please
make sure your child is completing their weekly iready lessons and reading at home each night!
Holiday celebration sign up genius is available on our class dojo story… see how you can contribute!

Ms. Breutsch, Mrs. Danese, Ms. Hurley, Mr. Osman
Excellent ELA Students will review identifying the text structures of problem/solution, sequence,
and description in informational texts. In addition, students will learn to explain an
author’s perspective on an informative topic, an author’s claim and the reasons and
evidence used to support the claim. Students will continue with essay writing, both
expository as well as argumentative. Please be sure to check with your child to see how
many AR points they have earned toward their quarterly 25 point goal. The deadline to
meet the goal is December 16.
Stupendous Social Studies Students will expand their knowledge of the settlement of Florida through exploring
the eﬀects of Spanish rule in Florida, the purpose of missions, the signiﬁcance of St.
Augustine, and identifying the nations that controlled Florida before it became a US
territory.
Marvelous Math Students will be working on place values up to 1 million, where they can round the
numbers to diﬀerent place values, as well as write out the numbers in various forms.
They also will be working on decimals up to the hundredths place and solving real
world problems with addition and subtraction.
Stellar Science Students will be working on forms of energy and energy transformations. They will
review the diﬀerent types of energy and when they may cause change or motion. Also,
they will look at diﬀerent materials and whether they are insulators or conductors.

Ms. Hanson, Mrs. Kuerzi, Mrs. Stoute, Mrs. Valentin
This month, 5th Grade ELA students will be working on completing their
Project Based Learning activities and projects as the quarter ends. We will
also be reading informational texts as well as primary and secondary sources
in class to strengthen our summarizing skills. Additionally, students will be
learning how to ﬁnd strong pieces of evidence to support their reasonings
when completing expository writing assignments.
In mathematics, 5th grade scholars will be staying busy during December by
studying all operations with fractions and applying their mad decimal skills
with the Holiday Project or What Is Your Dream Vacation Project. Science
will focus on forces, motion, and energy by continuing to explore
Amusement Park Physics as well as studying all forms of energy. That
includes light, sound, magnetism, and electricity. On December 13th, we will
have a visit from OUC to explore alternative energy as well.

6th Grade
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In 6th grade ELA,
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working on a novel
study of The
Westing Game.
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poetry.
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informative
readings and
writing standards
as we explore the
implications of
food waste. We will
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rhetorical devices
to drive the
messages of video
PSAs. When we
return from winter
break, we will delve
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informative and
argumentative
essay writing.
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Students will explain
that hereditary
information (DNA)
contains genes located
in the chromosomes of
each cell and/or that
heredity is the passage
of these instructions
from one generation to
another through
reproduction. Also they
will be taking the 2nd
PMA and we will do an
overview of the topics:
Motion of Objects,
Water Cycle, Weather
vs Climate & Global
Patterns, Earth’s
Spheres & Energy
Transfer on Earth (This
test is not scored for a
Life Science grade).

Dr. Roz can provide
more information
about what’s
happening in this
course in November.
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@ocps.net for details.

Mark.Rozmarynowycz
@ocps.net for details.
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Algebra I

Geometry

Greetings! We have put in some
We are making great progress in
major work during the nine weeks
our unit on Dilations and
of class! We are ﬁnishing up the
Similarity. Students are now able
Solving Equations unit. We have
to discuss and articulate what it
slowly picked up the pace. We have
means to be similar in
been doing problems daily and
mathematical terms as well as being
working in IXL to get more
able to follow a sequence of
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Media Center - We have a lot of Books that are past due. Please take a moment to get
these books turned in!

Our student authors will have a virtual
writing workshop with National Geographic
Society Explorer and MIT Knight Science
Journalism Project Fellow, Jason Bittel as
they learn how to write creative
non-ﬁction.

Hopefully you are enjoying the
student-led newspaper. You can ﬁnd The
Owl Messenger at
https://orlandogiftedacademy.ocps.net/
under the School Information tab.

Advanced Academics
Advanced Academics with Mrs. Dunn
The students are working on their next PBL project for the year. This time, they are creating their own PBL based on their
passions and topics of interests. Students are now in the research stage and are using their driving questions, SMART goals, and
their Action Plans as their guides. Throughout the next couple of weeks, they will be taking Cornell style notes, analyzing and
synthesizing the information to make a conclusion to help solve real-world problems.
Service Learning with Mrs. Dunn
Showing kindness through our words and through our actions to one another is our focus for our ﬁrst big project this year. To
help model what kindness looks like, we will be continuing our book study on Wonder. After our book study, we will continue
working on the investigation stage which entails, researching, and conducting observations. We will also be reviewing for the CFEs
which will be during the week of December 12th.
Advanced Academics with Mrs. Bell
Student will present their ﬁnal products on an endangered insect, focusing on the gifted goal of Applied Knowledge (thinking
creatively and critically to solve a real-world problem). Then we will start the next gifted goal of Self-Awareness (taking
responsibility of personal learning and identifying strengths and weakness). The PBL will have the driving question related to
non-proﬁt organizations.

In French class, students will be working on a
World Cup 2022 unit in which they will research
the competing countries and players, read about
the history of the event, and follow along with the
matches. Allez les bleus!

For the month of
December, elementary PE
will be reviewing learned
skills, such as kicking,
catching, throwing, and
tossing.

In PLTW we’ll continue our study
of the engineering design
process, with a special focus on
automation through code.

In December in PE, we’ll
be preparing for the
CFE’s and celebrating
the World Cup with
soccer-derived games.

Our preliminary scripts are written
and we have begun set and costume
designs. We are now on Top Secret
mode and cannot divulge any more
details. We can, however, still accept
donations of recyclable materials,
tools, and art supplies. Thanks to all
who supported our 1st annual
garage sale!

We are gearing up for makerspace after
winter break. Please help support our
makerspace by visiting our Wishlist on
amazon: https://amzn.to/3VEDdLf

In Mandarin, our 4th and 5th grade
students are ﬁnishing up their 2nd cycle
of Mandarin with learning about family
members in Mandarin and practicing
our traditional Chinese Calligraphy. Our
2nd and 3rd grade students are learning
about Chinese Geography, culture, and
holidays as well as practicing their
Chinese Calligraphy.

You may connect to your student and
pre-order the yearbook at treering.com.
The school code is 1015471484454363.
8th grade parents may also purchase ads
for their students.

Our culture unit will focus on La Copa Munidal
2022 (The World Cup), students will practice
their reading and listening skills as we learn
about the cultural impact of soccer in Latin
America.

Our teams are in the middle of their qualifying competitions
and I’m happy to announce that the Celestial SuperNovas
have already qualiﬁed for the regional competition in the
spring. A huge thank you to Matt Broﬀman for sharing his
expertise with our robotics teams. His feedback was
incredibly helpful!

For more information regarding debate class,
please contact Ms. Buyo at Louise.Buyo@ocps.net

National Junior Honor Society will be sponsoring a
holiday candy cane gram sale from 12/5 through 12/9.
Candy Cane Grams will include a candy cane & card.
Delivery will take place on 12/15! They will be sold in
the morning and during MS lunch. Order yours now
for $1!

Way to Go, Celestial Scintillating
SuperNovas! All-Star Rising Award,
Innovation Project Award Winners at the
FLL Panther Power-Up Qualifying
Tournament. (Roman P., Katie K., Khang T.,
Kaiden L., and Alex P.)

Elementary ArtSecond graders will be completing their mixed-media
self-portraits during the month of December. They will be
working with Sharpies, crayons, paper, scissors, and a variety of
collage supplies to ﬁnish their lovely masterpieces.
Third graders will be learning about the artist Romare Bearden
and taking inspiration from his mixed-media collages.
Fourth graders will be learning about Gee’s Bend quilts and the
women who created them. Then they will be creating their own
art based on the beautiful quilts created by the quiltmakers in Gee’s
Bend, Alabama.
Fifth graders will participate in a virtual ﬁeld trip from the Orlando
Museum of Art. They will learn about the Florida Highwaymen
and create Florida landscape paintings.

Art 1
Art 1 students will continue learning about artist Romero Britto.
Students will be creating gratitude themed paintings that
incorporate a variety of colors, lines, shapes, and patterns.
Students will also be working on the OUC Watercolor Project.
They will be learning about water conservation and working
collaboratively to paint two Florida themed rain barrels. The rain
barrels will be sold at auction in April 2023 and the proceeds will
beneﬁt our Art program!

Creative Photography students will continue learning
about the Principles of Design and how they relate to
composition in photography. They will also be
learning about portrait photography during the
month of December.

This month there is going to be a big push
to have all of the engineering events built
so we can focus on running trials and
making necessary modiﬁcations to the
bridges, vehicles, aircrafts, rollercoaster
and trebuchet.

